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Main themes
n  The economics of scholarly communications 

globally and in the UK.
n  A detailed analysis of the costs and funding of 

the specific activities involved in the scholarly 
communications process.

n  Future scenarios for scholarly communications:  
the implications of electronic-only publication, 
author-side model of open access payment and 
cash payment for peer review.

n  The implications of this rapidly changing arena 
and the specific challenges faced by universities, 
libraries, funding bodies and publishers. 

Key speakers
n  Professor Donald W. King, Distinguished  

Research Professor – University of North Carolina
n  Mayur Amin, Director of Research – Elsevier
n  Sir James Drummond Bone – former Vice-

Chancellor at the University of Liverpool 
n  Paul Ayris, Director of Library Services & UCL 

Copyright Officer – University College London
n  Daniel Hulls, Director – Cambridge Economic 

Policy Associates 

Who should attend?
n  Academic publishers (commercial and  

non-commercial), including learned societies
n  Senior institutional managers with a responsibility 

for research/libraries
n  Senior library and research staff
n  Research funders
n  Government officials and policy makers
n  Economists interested in scholarly publications  

and higher education funding

The RIN report Activities, costs  
and funding flows in the scholarly 
communications system in the UK  
(May 2008), analyses the scale of the  
costs associated with the activities involved 
in the scholarly communications process 
and the mechanisms which funds it.  
The summary and full report are available  
at www.rin.ac.uk/costs-funding-flows

‘ …analysing the 
scale of the costs 
associated with the 
activities involved 
in the scholarly 
communications 
process and the 
mechanisms  
which funds it’



Scholarly communications is integral to expanding the boundaries of knowledge and 
understanding. Current debates in this area, triggered by changes in technology have 
often been limited by a lack of reliable evidence about the key features of the system. 

The focus of this free event is the recent 
Research Information Network (RIN) report, 
Activities, costs and funding flows in the 
scholarly communications system in the 
UK (May 2008), which investigates the 
current scholarly communications process 
and examines the impact of fundamental 
changes taking place within it. As articles 
in scholarly journals account for roughly 
half of the global revenue of the academic 
information industry, they are one of the 
most important elements of the scholarly 
communications process and are the focus 
of this RIN report.

The full report is available at  
www.rin.ac.uk/costs-funding-flows

The event will:
n   look at the implications of the RIN report, 

especially with regard to the UK element  
of the global cost of the scholarly  
communications process

n   encourage a discussion of the cash and  
non-cash costs incurred in the different stages  
of the scholarly communications process

n   consider future scenarios for scholarly 
communications, identifying the impact of possible 
changes including: a move towards electronic-
only publication, a move towards the author-side 
payment business model for open access,  
a move towards cash payments for peer review 
and the continued increase in global research 
funding and article production

n   consider the implications of this rapidly changing 
arena and the specific challenges faced by 
universities, libraries, funding bodies, publishers 
and researchers

n   present and discuss the model used to formulate 
the above scenarios and how this might be used  
by policy makers.

About the RIN
The Research Information Network has been 
established by the Higher Education Funding 
Councils, the Research Councils, and the National 
Libraries in the UK. We investigate how efficient and 
effective the information services provided for the 
UK research community are, how they are changing, 
and how they might be improved for the future.  
We help to ensure that researchers in the UK benefit 
from world-leading information services, so that 
they can sustain their position as among the most 
successful and productive researchers in the world.

Booking

For more information and to book your place visit  
www.rin.ac.uk/what-cost or telephone 020 7412 7322.

The event is free, but places are limited so please book early.


